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As a result of Lambeth’s 
appalling record on repairs, 
confirmed in a recent 
audit for the corporate 
committee, Clapham 
Common councillors are 
continuing to accompany 
the new Estate Housing 
Officer, Rishi Kotecha, on 
walkabouts to identify what 
external repairs are needed, 
or have been requested but 
not completed.

Councillors are also looking 
to involve local police more 

effectively after a spate of 
incidents on the Notre Dame 
Estate, as well as fix long-
standing issues in the Oaklands 
Community Hall, and the 
gaping holes in Bourne House 
facing Clapham Common 
and Mandeville House facing 
Lambeth Academy where there 
are holes instead of windows. 
Conservatives say they will 
not accept low standards from 
Lambeth council for the estates 
in Clapham.

Cllr Louise Nathanson said 
at a recent local meeting: “In 
Clapham Common ward we treat 
everyone with the same respect 
and care whether they live in 
a private house or on one of 
our council estates. Residents 
look across the Common to 
Conservative-run Wandsworth 
and want the same kind of next-
day service. We will not accept 
excuses from Lambeth as to 
why repairs have not been done 
properly.”

If you have an issue with a 
repair not being done properly, 
please email your councillors so 
they can try to help.

THE ESTATE WE’RE IN
Clapham councillors will not 
accept poor repairs

Bourne House on the
Notre Dame Estate
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COMMON 
CASH COW 

ROW
Council wants blanket 
licence for events on 
Clapham Common

Lambeth Council is trying 
to impose a blanket licence 
to allow large events on 
Clapham Common to take 
place whenever it likes, 
avoiding the requirement to 
consult local residents.

The Conservative 
opposition has strongly 
objected to the idea, worried 
that the Labour council will 
continue to mismanage and 
over-exploit the Common. An 
alarmed Wandsworth Council 
even convened a special 
cabinet meeting to reject the 
Lambeth Council proposal.

Clapham Common Cllr 
Bernard Gentry said: 
“Previously Cllr Jane 
Edbrooke stated that 
applying for a blanket licence 
for alcohol was ‘a mistake’. 
Now Labour wants to extend 
its mistake to all events by 
avoiding having to consult 
with residents at all. So much 
for the so-called co-operative 
council.” 

The three Labour Clapham 
Town councillors have not 
made any public response.

If you have any comments 
on this issue, please email 
us.

Newsletter of the Clapham Common Conservative Councillors
Cllr Tim Briggs • Cllr Bernard Gentry • Cllr Louise Nathanson
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• Cycle Quietways 
are coming – Leaflets 
were delivered across 
Clapham for a public 
meeting on Tuesday 14th 
July in St Mary’s Hall on 
St Alphonsus Road SW4. 
The meeting came about 
as a result of Conservative 
activists being concerned 
that Clapham would not 
be consulted properly, and 
that the formal consultation 
process would be finished 
before residents had a 
chance to have their say. 
Lambeth’s cycling officer 
and the Cycle Quietways 
sub-contractor Sustrans 
answered questions on how 
parking and road use would 
be changed across Clapham 
and the Common when this 
controversial scheme is 
implemented.

• Crime down across Clapham – In the last 3 months, 
recorded crime in Clapham Common has fallen by 20.2%, and in 
Clapham Town by 17%, which is a total (annual) fall of 4% in Clapham 
Common and 6.2% in Clapham Town. However, Notre Dame residents 
remain concerned about crime, and the Safer Neighbourhood ward 
committee is looking forward to welcoming new members from Notre 
Dame and Oaklands Estates to help address those concerns.

Residents, police and Cllr Tim Briggs
at the Safer Neighbourhood Panel

• Council tax up again – Despite independent Lambeth 
officers approving the legality of the Conservative alternative budget, 
which would have cut council tax by 1% from its current level whilst 
increasing spending, the Labour council has gone ahead with a 2% 
council tax rise. It is estimated that 34p in every pound collected in 
council tax across Lambeth is spent servicing the interest on debts 
run up by the Labour administration.

• Home improvements rule changes – The 
representations made by former Conservative councillors and Cllr Tim 
Briggs on the Planning Advisory Committee look set finally to pay off 
with new Supplementary Planning Guidance set to be approved in 
September. The new rules will make common sense adjustments to 
planning restrictions for residents looking to do residential extensions 
or loft conversions, similar to the rules in place in Conservative-run 
Wandsworth.

• All night tubes are coming – At a public meeting on 9th 
June, organised by the Chair of Clapham Transport User Group, locals 
raised issues with Transport for London managers. Residents and the 
three Conservative councillors probed TfL managers on safety, crime, 
the need for a third escalator at Clapham Common tube and the 
failure of TfL to address overcrowding, with no new rolling stock to be 
introduced until 2022. Late night issues on the high street, as a result 
of poor licensing decisions by the council, were also raised. No Labour 
councillors attended.
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• Abbeville crossing 
success – Lambeth 
Council has recently put in 
place a raised crossing at 
the junction of Abbeville 
Road and Elms Road. This 
is in response to intensive 
representations made 
by local residents and 
councillors, including a 
petition signed by local 
residents presented at 
full council by Cllr Louise 
Nathanson (pictured below).  
Cllr Nathanson would like 
to thank residents for their 
hard work and support 
in ensuring that safety 
should now be improved 
for pedestrians at this 
notoriously dangerous 
junction.

• A recent OFSTED 
report declared that 
Lambeth Children’s 
Services were ‘Inadequate’, 
leaving vulnerable children 
at risk. At a full council 
meeting Labour Leader 
Lib Peck vowed to set up 
a task force to ensure 
improvements. Conservative 
Leader Tim Briggs called 
it ‘a catastrophic failure of 
management’.

• Hands in the till – Labour councillors change the 
constitution so they can make themselves extra 
payments. At the Mayor-making full council meeting in April, 
Labour councillors voted to change the Lambeth constitution so that 
discretionary payments could be made to cabinet members, but 
without any strict objective criteria for when payments should and 
should not be made.

Leader of the Opposition Cllr Tim Briggs said that, at a time when 
residents are working harder than ever, the Labour administration 
was changing the rules to make individual payments to retiring 
councillors from public funds without any proper basis for doing 
so. He called the proposed change to the Lambeth constitution an 
‘abuse of power’. The measure was voted through by the huge Labour 
majority, with four councillors voting against and one abstaining.

• Rubbish collection – or the lack 
of it in Clapham – continues to cause 
havoc on Abbeville Road and on Clapham 
High Street, with Conservative councillors 
trying to impress on the council the depth 
and breadth of the problem. Cllr Gentry 
and local activists have attended several 
meetings with council officers about 
Abbeville Road. Cllr Louise Nathanson is 
meeting with Abbeville Road businesses 
to try to work out how their needs can 
be met. The council has previously 
cut rubbish collection services whilst 
continuing to spend money on high 
administration costs.

• Bomb shelter cuisine – Plans 
are afoot for Transport for London to 
renovate the circular bomb shelter on 
the Common, near Clapham South tube 
next to the South Circular Road, into a 
glass-topped restaurant and underground 
museum. The shelter previously protected 
people during the Blitz, as well as 
providing temporary accommodation 
for ‘Windrush’ immigrants on their first 
arrival in the UK.

• Libraries across Lambeth have been deemed the worst 
in London for the past 4 years, in league tables compiled by the 
Chartered Institute of Finance and Accountancy. Lambeth libraries 
also have the highest overheads costs in London. Independent 
accountants have estimated that before the libraries see a penny, 
more than 50% of the libraries budget is spent at Lambeth Town Hall 
by the Labour administration. Conservative councillors continue to 
offer sensible solutions which go unheeded.

Cllr Bernard Gentry 
meets Refuse collection 
chiefs on Abbeville Road



Contact Your Councillors...

Visit us at our
local surgery

We look forward to doing everything in our power 
to address your concerns at a local level, whether 
they be about crime, local amenities, Clapham 
Common, or any other matter that is drawn to our 
attention.

We hold advice surgeries on the 1st and 3rd 
Saturday of each month between 10.30 and 
11.30 hrs at Henry Twining Court, Crescent 
Lane, SW4 9RP so please come and see us if 
there are issues that you would like to bring to 
our attention. 

Estates walkabouts

(Cllr Nathanson)
(Cllr Gentry)

(Cllr Briggs)

Cllr Tim Briggs
Tel: 07920 548 068

Email: tbriggs@lambeth.gov.uk

Cllr Bernard Gentry
Tel: 07920 548 102

Email: bgentry@lambeth.gov.uk 
Twitter: @CllrBGentry

Cllr Louise Nathanson
Tel: 07920 547 512

Email: lnathanson@lambeth.gov.uk
Twitter: @louisenathanson
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I would like to help Clapham Common Conservatives by...
         Becoming a member                Occasionally delivering            Attending social events            Displaying a poster at 
                                                        a few leaflets                                                                         election time

Name …….............................................................................................................................................……….
Address ………….........................................................................................................................................…..
........................................................................................................................................................................
Telephone ………………...................................……….   Email ..........................................................................

Please return to: Clapham Common Conservatives, 3 Gleneldon Road, London SW16 2AX or e-mail info@streathamconservatives.com

Abbeville Fete – now in its 19th year
8,000 residents and visitors raised a record-breaking £31,500 for 
local causes. Thank you and congratulations to the Fete organising 
committee for all of their hard work in ensuring that the event was 
such a great success.

Councillors Bernard, Louise and Tim at the Abbeville Fete in front 
of Clapham Common Conservatives’ tombola stall.


