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STREATHAM MATTERS
PRODUCED AT NO COST TO THE TAXPAYER, PAID FOR BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS

Conservative Council-
lors in Lambeth are de-
manding an end to the 
Council’s poor record on 
repairs, calling the La-
bour Council’s failure for 
homes that they manage 
‘unacceptable’.

A recent audit report 
found that contractors fail 
to deliver a decent level 
of service – something 
tenants and leasehold-
ers have been telling the 
Council for years.

Almost 50% of tenants 
and a shocking 84% of 
leaseholders don’t think 
that housing services are 

value for money.
Over 40% of housing re-

pairs aren’t done correctly 
the first time – even af-
ter residents have waited 
weeks or months for work 
to start.

One fed-up Streatham 
resident, who did not wish 
to be named, told us: ‘The 
Council take our money, ig-
nore us, then mess up the 
work.’

Lambeth’s failures con-
trast strongly with Con-
servative-run Wandsworth, 
which has an 82% approv-
al rating of Council repairs 
and improvements done 

on its housing estates. 
Wandsworth has up-

graded all its Council 
homes to the Decent 
Homes Standard, whereas 
at the last count Lambeth 
had over 9,000 homes 
unfit to live in. This is de-
spite Lambeth Council be-
ing given £100m from the 
Conservative government 
to upgrade kitchens and 
bathrooms, the highest 
award of money to any lo-
cal authority in the coun-
try.

Cllr Bernard Gentry, Con-
servative Deputy Leader 
of the Opposition, said: 

“Lambeth’s ability to get 
repairs done properly has 
been a joke for years. We 
need real change. These 

reports confirm that the 
worst rogue landlord  
in Lambeth sadly is  
Lambeth Council.”

REPAIRS DESPAIR
Housing misery set to continue

FEB/MAR 2016

The newsletter of Streatham Conservatives
Welcome to this the first of Streatham Conservatives’ new-look newsletters. Thanks to those 
who voted for us at the General Election in May, Conservative support across the Streatham 
Constituency is now the highest for 23 years. We are here to assist you to ensure that things that 
should be being done by Lambeth Council are being done. We look forward to hearing from you.

Cross-party and non- 
party political lobbying 
group Streatham Ac-
tion has been gathering 
local support to bring 
Crossrail 2 (CR2) to 
Streatham.

A recent consultation 
by Transport for London 
(TfL) unexpectedly revised 
its original route through 
south London to Tooting 
Broadway, recommending 
instead a route through 
Balham (see map). This 
has provided a golden 
opportunity to lobby for a 
Streatham station.

Streatham Action has 
proposed a route to run 
from Clapham Junction, 
curving out to Streatham, 
rather than to Balham, 
and on to a reinstated 
Tooting Broadway CR2 

station from a south-east-
erly direction. This should 
avoid the need to tunnel 
through areas of rock 
fault in the Tooting area.

The area immediately 
surrounding Streatham 
station not only provides 
an ideal site for building 
such a new CR2 station, 
but would also bring  
further economic regen-
eration to Streatham, 
in the form both of en-
hanced retail space and 
more affordable hous-
ing and other housing 
that London desperately 
needs.

The four central wards 
in Streatham have ex-
perienced huge popula-
tion growth over recent 
years, reflected in a mas-
sive surge in train usage 

across all of the three 
Streatham stations and 
particularly at Streatham 
station.

At a packed public 
meeting held at Hideaway 
on 9 December, Chair 
of Streatham Action’s 
transport group Neil Salt 
said he was ‘inspired by 
the level of support from 
local residents’, with 
2,700 people signing up 
after the meeting in an 
online and paper peti-
tion. He went on to say 
that ‘During the recent 
consultation period we 
made a detailed and ev-
idence-based business 
case for a CR2 station at 
Streatham. We are now 
seeking a meeting with 
CR2 senior management 
to expand upon that.’

Failed repairs...Ryan Court

‘Detailed business case’ put forward 
for Crossrail 2 station at Streatham

Currently proposed… CR2 through South London
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The article in the 
November edition of 
the Council-paid ‘free’ 
newspaper Lambeth 
Talk claimed that turn-
ing some libraries into 
gyms and closing oth-
ers would help ‘offer 
wider benefits to the 
local community’. 

At a UNISON-organ-
ised march to Save 
Lambeth Libraries 
on 7th November at-
tended by residents, 
trade unions and Li-
brary Friends groups, 
speakers from left-wing 
groups supportive of 

the Labour Council 
lined up to dismiss the 
Lambeth Talk article as 
‘spin’, and ‘offensive’.

Greater London As-
sembly Conservative 
candidate for Lam-
beth and Southwark 
Rob Flint and Lambeth  

Conservative Lead-
er Cllr Tim Briggs 
were also both at the  
march.

Rob Flint said: “At a 
time when all Coun-
cils are having to fo-
cus spending priorities 
more carefully, it’s 

shameful that Lambeth 
wastes money print-
ing Lambeth Talk. It’s 
spin.”

Former Secretary of 
State for Communi-
ties and Local Govern-
ment Eric Pickles MP  
previously wrote a 
public letter warning  
Lambeth Council to 
stop spending taxpay-
ers’ money on publica-
tions designed to show 
the Labour administra-
tion in a positive light.

GET IN TOUCH...
No local issue is too big or too small for you to 
raise with us – whether it’s about housing, anti-
social behaviour, local taxes or Council services – 
so please get in touch at:
enquiries@streathamconservatives.com

As the official opposition to Labour in Lambeth, 
Conservative Councillors also provide a voice for 
all residents across the Borough. You can contact  
them directly via:
councillors@streathamconservatives.com 

GET INVOLVED...
Since the General Election, when the Conservative 
vote grew by 46 per cent in Streatham, many local 
residents have got in touch to offer their support in 
campaigning to make our area even better. It’s free 
to become a registered supporter – just email your 
name and address to:
supporters@streathamconservatives.com

BACK ZAC
To get involved with Zac Goldsmith’s campaign to 
succeed Boris Johnson as London Mayor this May, 
please email:

volunteer@backzac2016.com 

An article 
claiming 
a ‘Healthy 
outlook for 
Lambeth 
libraries’ 
has been slammed by campaigners from across the 
political spectrum fighting to save local libraries.

Lambeth Council magazine is ‘propaganda’

Users of Streatham 
ice rink are concerned 
about its maintenance 
after black mould reap-
peared on the arena’s 
wooden panelling.

Users fear it could be 
dangerous to asthmat-
ics and any skaters vul-
nerable to infections. 
Conservative Councillors 
have asked the Coun-

cil why the multi-million 
pound building is not be-
ing properly maintained, 
with confusion still hang-
ing over who is responsi-
ble for repairs in facilities 
built under the Labour 
Council’s expensive con-
tracts signed under the 
Private Finance Initiative 
(PFI) scheme. 

Labour Council leader 

Lib Peck dismissed the 
concerns, saying that the 
ice rink management had 
stated that everything 
was working normally  
and that she had ‘confi-
dence in the information 
supplied’.

The problems in finding 
out who is responsible for 
repairs and maintenance 
at Streatham Ice Rink  
are repeated in Labour- 
built PFI projects across 
Lambeth.

Similar poorly-drafted 
PFI contracts have also 
been criticised for bur-

dening the Council with 
huge debts that it cannot 
repay.

Repairs on ice

Cressingham 
Gardens decision 

‘unlawful’
A recent judicial review in 
the High Court brought by 
a resident on the Cressin-
gham Gardens Estate in 
Tulse Hill found that the 
consultation on its dem-
olition by Lambeth Coun-
cil had been ‘unfair and  
unlawful’.

Labour cabinet mem-
ber for housing Cllr Mat-
thew Bennett said he 
was ‘disappointed’ at the 
decision, but said that 
refurbishment of the es-
tate was still ‘unafforda-
ble’, with the process 
of ‘consultation’ set to  
start again.

The Conservative 
Group has repeatedly 
criticised the Council for 
what it described as an 
‘inhuman’ failure to con-
sult properly on issues 
that affect people’s lives, 
and using its own failure 
to do repairs properly as 
an excuse to demolish 
homes and build densely 
populated Council flats.

Unemployment falls again
The number of 

people in Streatham 
claiming Jobseekers 
Allowance (JSA) has 
halved since 2010, re-
cent figures show. The 
economic recovery ap-

pears to be being ex-
perienced locally, with 
over 2,000 people in 
the constituency now 
back in work.

Conservative Cllr 
Louise Nathanson 

said: “In the last year 
alone, the number 
of unemployed peo-
ple in Streatham has 
fallen by 17.5% and  
that trend should  
continue.”
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Transport for London 
(TfL) has recently 
agreed to make the St 
Leonard’s junction saf-
er for pedestrians, af-
ter a series of fatal ac-
cidents over the past 
few years.

This agreement has 
come about on the back 
of successful lobbying 
by a combination of St 
Leonard’s ward Council-
lors, Streatham Action 
transport group and lo-
cal residents.

TfL exhibited their five 
options at Streatham 
Tate Library in late No-
vember. Each of these 
options proposes a new 
pedestrian crossing to 
be located adjacent to 
Streatham Green.

Streatham Action 
transport Chair Neil 
Salt commented: “All 
the proposed options 

require pedestrians to 
walk down to Streatham 
Green rather than cross 
at the junction itself, 
where it is most con-

venient. If we are going 
to reduce accidents, the 
proposed options should 
include a crossing at the 
junction.’

Morrisons 
moving out

The decision by  
supermarket giant 
Morrisons to close 
their Streatham store 
came as a blow to  
residents. 

Councillors and cam-
paigners are urging 
Lambeth Council to 
explore every option, 
including lowering 
business rates to help 
all sizes of business, 
a proposal being put  
forward by the Con-
servatives in their al-
ternative Council bud-
get this February.

Local business lead-
er Lee Alley said: “With 
a local authority that 
really had a vision for 
Streatham’s small 
businesses, we could 
create the best retail 
hub in South London, 
with more jobs for 
Streatham residents.”

Streatham Matters 
understands there will 
be an M&S Foodhall 
on the ground floor of 
the former Megabowl 
site on Streatham High 
Road.

Home 
improvements 
rule changes

The representations 
made by former Con-
servative councillors 
and Cllr Tim Briggs on 
the Planning Advisory 
Committee have paid 
off, with a new Supple-
mentary Planning Guid-
ance now approved.

The new rules make 
common sense adjust-
ments to planning re-
strictions for residents 
looking to do residen-
tial extensions or loft 
conversions, similar 
to the rules in place 
in Conservative-run 
Wandsworth.

The Streatham Socie-
ty was active in putting 
forward proposals that 
were adopted in the 
new rules.

The council has  
recently started to  
consult on new guide-
lines for basement  
extensions.

Charity ‘Out for Good’ 
has been working with 
Brixton Prison, Lambeth 
Council and Conservative 
councillors to ensure that 
prisoners can get jobs on 
release to help prevent 
them from reoffending.

Brixton Prison already 
has a good record in re-
training prisoners, but 
barriers remain that pre-
vent ex-offenders from 
being able to qualify  
into jobs immediately on 
release. 

In November Putney MP 
Justine Greening visited 
the prison and Governor, 
alongside officials, em-
ployers and Conservative 
Leader Cllr Tim Briggs, 
to discuss easing the  
barriers into work.

NEWS IN BRIEF...
Council Tax

up again
The Labour Council 
went ahead with a 
2% Council Tax rise in 
2015, despite inde-
pendent Lambeth fi-
nance chiefs approving 
the legality of the Con-
servative alternative 
budget which found 
£10.9m in savings, and 
would have cut Council 
Tax by 1%. 

The Labour Council 
now looks set to raise 
Council Tax by at least 
another 2% in 2016. 
It has been estimated 
that 34p in every pound 
collected in Council Tax 
across Lambeth is spent 
servicing the interest 
on debts run up by the  
Labour administration.

Random Stop and 
Search should stop, 

say Streatham 
Conservatives

At a recent meeting Cllr 
Tim Briggs rejected the 
use of stop-and-search 
by police unless it was 
‘evidence or intelli-
gence-based’.

Local Conservatives 
backed the comments 
of Home Secretary 
Teresa May MP, who 
recently said that ev-
idence relating to the 
use of stop and search 
by police showed no 
link to a reduction in vi-
olent crime, and ‘dam-
aged the relationship 
between communities 
and the police.’

Former Councillor 
and Chair of Streatham 
Conservatives Shirley 
Cosgrave said: ‘Inap-
propriate stop and 
search makes people 
feel disrespected. The 
police want the trust of 
our communities. It’s a 
two-way street.’

Making St Leonard’s Junction safer 

Rob Flint calls 
for private 
investment 

in Streatham 
transport

Greater London Assem-
bly Conservative can-
didate for Lambeth and 
Southwark Rob Flint 
has called for private 
investors to ‘build the 
infrastructure’ needed 
for improved transport 
links.

In a recent speech he 
said that the economic 
gains from improving sta-
tion accessibility with lifts 
for young families and 
the disabled would ‘more 
than compensate any ad-
ditional cost’.  

He added: ‘With rock 
bottom investment re-
turns on stocks, shares 
and bonds, and the world 
economy looking increas-
ingly risky, investors are 
desperate to invest in 
London’s infrastructure.

Investing in secured in-
frastructure assets is very 
attractive to institutional 
investors. We should help 
them to help us.’

Since the announcement 
last year that St Marga-
ret the Queen Church 
on Barcombe Avenue in 
Streatham Hill was clos-
ing, the search has been 
on for a sustainable fu-
ture for the listed build-
ing.

Proposals to give the 
church a new role focus 
on it becoming a home 
for community activities 
including a nursery, a film 
club, a cafe and a work-

space, while continuing 
as a place of prayer.

Neighbours are con-
cerned about the redevel-
opment of adjoining land 
to fund the project as the 
design of proposed hous-
es could threaten the  
protected Leigham Court 
Estate Conservation Area. 

Local Conservatives 
are urging the developers 
to ensure that new build-
ings are sympathetic to 
the historic design.

St Leonard’s Junction...dangerous

Brixton prisoners ‘trained up with nowhere to go’

Conserving Streatham’s heritage
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

Lambeth in turmoil over library closures

Campaigners across 
the political spectrum 
have vowed to fight on 
to save Lambeth librar-
ies from closure, or be-
ing turned into gyms, 
as part of the ‘Culture 
2020 in Lambeth’ re-
port proposals. 

Leader of the Oppo-

sition Cllr Tim Briggs 
pointed out that Con-
servative-run Wand-
sworth had kept all of 
its 11 libraries open 
despite the same fi-
nancial pressures. 
Lambeth was closing 
libraries whilst spend-
ing £80,000 on two 

new spin doctors, and 
had failed to dent the 
£550m a year it spent 
on sub-contractors, 
against which the £4m 
needed was ‘a drop in 
the ocean’. 

Cllr Briggs urged the 
Labour cabinet to prop-
erly consider the staff 
mutual plan proposed 
by its own Head of Li-
braries, who had made 
impressive progress in 
turning around the fail-
ing service. 

Half of the £4m 
needed to fund librar-
ies would be saved if 
Lambeth’s library over-
head costs were the 
same as the average 
London borough.

Conservative activ-
ist Wendy Newall said: 
“The ‘Culture 2020’ pro-
posals should be called 
‘No Culture by 2020’ if 
Labour stay in power. 
They completely lack 
any creative approach.”

Fly-tipping ‘now endemic’

Streatham fly-tipping...endemic

Hands in the till –
Labour Councillors change the 
constitution to pay themselves extra

An OFSTED report has 
declared that children’s 
services in Lambeth 
are ‘inadequate’, leav-
ing vulnerable children 
at risk. At a full Council 
meeting Labour Leader 
Cllr Lib Peck vowed to 
set up a task force to 
ensure improvements. 
Conservative Leader 
Cllr Tim Briggs called it 
‘a catastrophic failure 

of management’. A re-
cent report suggested 
that, despite the Coun-
cil spending £5m, no 
improvement had yet 
been made. 

In December 2015 
the government an-
nounced that any per-
sistently failing chil-
dren’s services will 
face takeover by cen-
tral government.

Labour Councillors have 
voted to change the 
Lambeth constitution so 
that discretionary pay-
ments could be made to 
cabinet members, but 
without any strict ob-
jective criteria for when 
payments should and 
should not be made.

Leader of the Oppo-
sition Cllr Tim Briggs 
said: “At a time when 
residents are working 
harder than ever, the 
Labour administra-

tion was changing the 
rules to make individu-
al payments to retiring 
Councillors from public 
funds without any prop-
er basis for doing so.” 
He called the proposed 
change to the Lambeth 
constitution an ‘abuse 
of power’.

The measure was 
voted through by the 
huge Labour majority, 
with four Councillors 
voting against and one  
abstaining.

Lambeth Coun-
cil’s plans to 
close Estreham 
Road SW16 to 
through traffic for 
a 3-month peri-
od for the “Cycle  
Quietway” scheme 
has caused uproar 
amongst local res-
idents and busi-
nesses.

The strength of 
feedback has led the Cycle 
Quietways sub-contractor, 
Sustrans, to commission a 
retail survey on Estreham 
Road and Greyhound Lane, 
with 3 different options to 

choose from during the trial 
period.

Feedback from residents 
will determine which of 
these three options will form 
the basis for the 3-month 
trial closure around March.

The second of 
the three options 
would allow – at 
least during a first 
phase – for south 
bound traffic down 
Estreham Road to 
continue (see art-
ist’s impression).

At a Scrutiny 
Commission “Call 
in” in July, Con-
servative Group 

Leader, Cllr Tim Briggs, 
asked how many Lambeth 
roads, closed on a “trial” 
basis, had ever been re-
opened. The answer was 
none.

Lambeth Council has 
been accused of treating 
Streatham’s commons as 
a ‘cash cow’ by seeking to 
grant to their own events 
team blanket licences for 
large scale events. 

This would allow events 
to be held at any time 
without consulting local 
residents – despite the 

disruption and potential 
damage to these green 
spaces.

Residents close to 
Streatham Common 
were kept in the dark 
about the two-day  
Garage Nation festival 
last summer, thereby pre-
venting them from submit-
ting their concerns to the  

licensing committee.
Streatham South  

Conservative activist Hel-
en Smith commented: 
“Residents were disap-
pointed at the lack of 
proper consultation last 
summer. Changes are re-
quired before the Coun-
cil agrees any events for 
2016.”

Common cash cow row

Fly-tipping in Streat- 
ham is ‘now endemic’ 
say residents, with 
an average of 52  
incidents reported 
each week across the  
Borough from April to 
June last year.

Council officers are 
struggling to deal with 
the problem since 
the Labour Council 
prioritised resources 
elsewhere. Next door 
C o n s e r v a t i v e - r u n 

Wandsworth recently 
prosecuted profes-
sional fly-tippers who 
left building waste on 
Tooting Bec Common. 
They were jailed for 4 
years.

Chairman of the La-
bour Council review 
on enviro-crime Cllr 
John Kazantzis admit-
ted in October 2015 
that despite Labour’s 
efforts, fly-tipping 
‘had got worse.’

Children’s services ‘inadequate’

Libraries march...(foreground, left to right)
Rob Flint and Cllr Tim Briggs

Estreham Road closure proposed


